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So far from suffering injury at the hands of foreign power, our merchants have received indemnities for all former injuries. It has been the day of accounting, of settlement, and of retribution. The total list of arrearages, extending through four successive previous administrations, has been closed and settled up. The wrongs done to commerce for thirty years back, and under so many different Presidents, and indemnities withheld from all, have been repaired and paid over under the beneficent and glorious administration of General Jackson."
What a wonderful record this is for a soldier whom Calhoun, Clay and Webster, and a long train of followers, were not willing to trust in a civil office for lack of experience in business, and because of the military trend of his whole life.
Serious complications with all the governments of Europe which for thirty years our Presidents had been unable to settle, but which this military man settled, and went out of office leaving a clean sheet.
There was but one unsettled matter of importance with any of the Governments of Europe that remained; that was the boundary line between Great Britain and the United States, known as the "Oregon question." This was not settled, because under an old treaty between England and the United States, a joint occupation of the disputed territory was agreed upon, and the term of joint occupation had not ended when Jackson went out of office.
This was the question that perhaps elected Mr. Polk in 1844, the Democratic party claiming the true boundary line to be 54.40, so that Mr. Polk made his race on "54.40 or fight," and which was afterwards settled at 49, the United States surrendering its claim.
In some respects this French spoliation question is the most interesting so far as the executive and legislative departments of our Government are concerned, that is to beeason of peace and good will, and the auspicious era of universal reparation.a source of pride and pleasure to make an opposite declaration; butgrounds vitally important to ourn and woe; never has any \                           one been so pursued with direful prognostications;   never I                         has any one been so beset and impeded by a powerful com-"'.                         bination of political and moneyed confederates; never has
